CHAPTER XLY
CHINA (continued)
SCHOOLS1 or CHINESE BUDDHISM
THE Schools (Tsung) of Chinese Buddhism are an intricate subject of little practical importance, for observers agree that at the present day all salient differences of doctrine and practice have been obliterated, although the older monasteries may present variations in details and honour their own line of teachers. A particular Bodhisattva may be singled out for reverence in one locality or some religious observance may be specially enjoined, but there is little aggressiveness or self assertion among the sects, even if they are conscious of having a definite name: they each tolerate the deities, rites and books of all and pay attention to as many items as leisure and inertia permit. There is no clear distinction between MaMyana and Hinayana.
The main division is of course into Lamaism on one side and all remaining sects on the other. Apart from this we find a record of ten schools which deserve notice for various reasons. Some, though obscure in modern China, have flourished after transportation to Japan: some, such as the T'ien-t'ai, are a memorial of a brilliant epoch: some represent doctrines which, if not now held by separate bodies, at least indicate different tendencies, such as magical ceremonies, mystical contemplation, or faith in Amitabha.
i _~**   ggg especially Hackmann, MDi6 Schulen des chinesischen Buddhismus"
(in the Mittk Seminars /fir Ori&Ktdische Sprachen, Berlin, 1911), which contains the text and translation of an Essay by a modem Chinese Buddhist, Yang Wen HuL Such a review of Chinese sects from the contemporary Buddhist point of view has great value, but it does not seem to me that Mr Yang explains clearly the dogmatic tenets of each sect, the obvious inference being that such tenets are of little practical importance. Chinese monasteries often seem to combine several schools. Thus the Tz'ti-Fu-Ssft monastery near Peking professes to belong both to the lin-CM and Pure Land schools and its teachers expound the Diamond-cutter, Lotus and Shou-LSng-Ching. So also in India. See Rhys Davids in article Sects Buddhist, JBLB.& Hackmann gives a list of authorities. Edkins, Chinese Bvddteam, (chaps, vn and vm), may still be consulted, though the account is far from clear.